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General Rules and Regulations 
 

•​ Due to the limited space on the Amstel River, the organization of the Heineken Roeivierkamp must 
impose a limit on the number of participating crews to ensure the safety and quality of the competition. A 
maximum number of participants has therefore been established for each division. 

 
•​ For ranking divisions, no participation limits have been set. For these divisions, the Heineken 

Roeivierkamp serves as a classification-dependent competition (as determined by the Royal Dutch 
Rowing Federation). 
 

•​ The qualification rules outlined below will only apply if the organization determines that the participant 
limit for one or more divisions has been exceeded and the overall maximum number of participants for the 
Heineken Roeivierkamp has been reached. 
 

•​ The organization strives to allow as many crews as possible to participate in the Heineken Roeivierkamp. 
If the maximum number of participants in one category is reached but other categories are not fully 
subscribed, the organization reserves the right to adjust the maximum number of participants in a specific 
category. 
 

•​ In cases not covered by these regulations, the Organising Committee will decide. The Organising 
Committee reserves the right to deviate from the above in consultation with the Chief Umpire. 

 
Direct Qualification 

•​ Crews that finished in the top 50% of their respective category in the previous edition qualify directly for 
the next edition. This ensures the crew is exempt from the lottery process for the subsequent Heineken 
Roeivierkamp. In the case of an uneven number of participants in a division from the previous edition, the 
number of directly qualified participants will be rounded up (e.g., in a division of 15 crews, 8 crews will 
earn direct qualification). 

•​ Direct qualification for the next edition of the Heineken Roeivierkamp is awarded to the rowing club that 
the crew represents. It is up to the club to decide which crew will make use of the direct qualification in 
the following edition. 

•​ Direct qualifications cannot be transferred between divisions, genders, or different rowing clubs. 
(exception for veteran divisions: clubs are permitted to exchange direct qualification spots within the 
veteran divisions between specific age categories. This means that a direct qualification in one age 
category can be converted to another age category). 

•​ To qualify directly for the next edition, at least 75% of the rowers in a crew must be members of the same 
club. If a crew does not meet this requirement, it cannot claim direct qualification for the next edition of 
the Heineken Roeivierkamp. An exception applies to crews registering in the next edition with a lineup 
consisting of at least 75% of the same rowers from a composite crew in the previous edition. 

•​ Rowing clubs entitled to direct qualifications are required to notify the Heineken Roeivierkamp 
organizing committee within the designated registration deadline whether they will use their direct 
qualification. Note: The registration deadline for domestic crews differs from that for international crews. 

•​ If a club chooses not to use a direct qualification spot within a division, that spot will be forfeited and 
included in the lottery process. 

Indirect Qualification (Lottery) 

•​ Purpose 
o​ When the number of entries exceeds the maximum number of available start positions, a draw will 

 



be held. The Organising Committee determines the number of available positions based on the 
space on the river Amstel and the event schedule. 

 

•​ General provisions 
o​ The draw is conducted under the supervision of the Organising Committee. 
o​ Only crews that have registered fully and on time are eligible to take part in the draw. 
o​ At least 50% of the participants in a division are determined by lottery (this percentage may 

increase if one or more crews in that division decline their direct qualification). 
o​ The draw for international crews will be held separately from the draw for Dutch crews. Of the 

available places, 25% is reserved for international crews. 
o​ Registering fictitious boats to increase lottery chances is not allowed. 

•​ Exceptions to the draw 
o​ No draw will be applied for certain events. This includes all Elite and Junior events. 
o​ Certain events are not eligible for a draw under current regulations, such as the Freshmen 

Classification (Eerstejaarsklassement) and crews competing for ‘de Kruithuisbokaal’. 
o​ Certain clubs are granted priority, provided they register correctly and on time, due to their essential 

contribution to the organisation of the regatta. 

•​ Waiting list 
o​ The draw will be completed in full; all crews that are not allocated a start position will be placed on 

a waiting list. 
o​ If a placed crew withdraws, the resulting open position will be offered to crews on the waiting list, 

in the order determined by the draw. 
o​ The organisation reserves the right to deviate from this order under exceptional circumstances. 

•​ Loss of priority 
o​ A priority allocation based on event or club becomes void if a crew registers after the official entry 

deadline. 
o​ Such crews will be placed on the waiting list without retention of priority. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 


